
May 11, 2012

Dear Participant,

We are very excited that you will be joining us in Santa Barbara this summer for the 2012 
Study of the United States Institute: Religion in the US, Pluralism & Public Presence.   With 
this letter we hope to answer some of your initial questions and help you to prepare for your stay 
in the United States. Upon your arrival, you will be provided a comprehensive orientation folder 
that will further introduce you to all the academic and practical details related to your visit in the  
United States. In the meantime, we encourage you to review the program details and frequent 
updates on the Institute website:

http://www.religion.ucsb.edu/projects/summerinstitute

ORGANIZERS: The Study of the U.S. Institute has been funded by a grant from the Study of 
the United States Branch of the U. S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs. The principal organizer of the Institute on Religious Pluralism is the Department of 
Religious Studies at University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB). The Department of 
Religious Studies at UCSB is one of the largest academic centers in North America for the study 
of religions and among the best known and most highly rated programs in the nation. It has 
strong faculty and resources in a variety of fields and methods and typically is involved in 
teaching up to 2,000 undergraduates and approximately 75 graduate students each quarter.

OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE INSTITUTE: Religion in the United States 
is, among other things, extraordinarily diverse and complex. There are over 2000 organized 
religious bodies originating from all the great world religious traditions, plus some religious and 
spiritual movements that are distinctly American. No matter what their origin, all religious  
groups are pressured to adapt to a pluralist order that requires, more or less, acceptance of one 
another despite tensions. The Study of the United States Institute at Santa Barbara looks at this 
religious situation by focusing upon the theme of "Pluralism and Public Presence." In the 
American context, religious pluralism refers to the long-standing pattern of religious diversity.  
By "public presence" we call attention to religion's role and influence in society, as religious 
communities in our democracy espouse public visions and compete with one another in trying to 
exercise influence over moral and civic agendas.

Our program, unlike Theology, treats the study of Religion as a discipline. Religious Studies is a 
relatively new academic enterprise, dating largely from the 1960s when it broke away from 
divinity schools and schools of theological training to establish itself as a descriptive, analytic 



mode of inquiry. Hence, the Summer Institute will focus on Religion as it is 'on the ground' as 
opposed to what it ought to be.  Thus – and this is very important -- considering that you and 
your fellow institute participants have very diverse backgrounds in your approaches to religion, 
we shall strive to arrive at a mode of discourse for analyzing religion in its social and political  
context without making normative judgments. The topics that will be considered include the 
following:

• History of religion and religions in the USA, their many sources and cultural influences

• Demography and sociology of religion in the USA

• Gender, race, ethnic, and regional patterns

• Religion in domestic politics and church/state relations

• Faith-based initiatives: A changing public face for religion?

• Defining pluralism from within theological traditions

• Religion and the media

• Curriculum development

• Los Angeles: A case study in ethnic and religious pluralism

• Study visits to Salt Lake City (Utah), Atlanta (Georgia), and Washington, DC

In addition to full participation in the academic lectures and planned excursions to local  
sites, each participant will be asked to complete a final project reflecting on how the religious  
pluralism and diversity in one's own country might contribute to the ongoing issues and 
questions posed by the case-studies explored in the American context. The program in Santa 
Barbara will conclude with a presentation of these projects in the form of a two-day symposium. 
Participants will be asked to take an active role in forming and moderating panels of four to five 
individuals around a common theme or question that their individual presentations will speak 
towards. The symposium will be open to the UCSB and Santa Barbara community.

LIVING, STUDYING, AND TRAVELING TOGETHER: WHAT TO EXPECT

ACCOMMODATION: In Santa Barbara you will be staying in UCSB-owned dormitory rooms 
in Manzanita Village, located on campus and a short walk to the beach. The Pendola Building 
will be reserved for this institute only, and each participant will have an individual dormitory 
room equipped with bed, linens, desk and bookshelves. The linens are changed once per week. 
The dormitory rooms do not have private baths attached. However, there are a total of eleven 
restrooms/ showers spread out amongst the four floors. This works out to less than 2 people per 



restroom/shower. You may want to bring some toiletries along, as there will be no soap, 
shampoo, etc. provided in the rooms and these items tend to be rather expensive in the U.S.

In the Pendola Building there is a large community room equipped with a cable TV, 
telephone, and a small kitchen that can be used for making tea/coffee and light snacks (but is too 
small to prepare regular meals). Therefore, upon arrival, you will be provided with an ID card for 
use in the campus dining halls. The dining hall has a wide variety of food items, both hot and 
cold, with multiple main course items to choose from each meal. Past participants with kosher, 
halal, or vegetarian dietary requirements have typically been quite satisfied with the options 
available to them. Your meal ticket will give you access to breakfast, lunch, and dinner, but only 
at specified times (you will be provided with a meal calendar in your orientation folder on 
arrival). In addition, there are a wide variety of eateries on and near campus that cater to student 
lifestyles, which makes getting a bite to eat fast and relatively inexpensive.

There will also be two smaller study rooms with a telephone and shared computers with 
internet access. Free wireless access is available in the dorms for those who bring their own 
computers, but we have found in the past that many foreign systems are not fully compatible. If 
you plan on bringing your own computer, please consult the Institute's website for a link to the 
system requirements. There are only three telephones in the residence; all located in common 
areas (you will be provided with the phone numbers). You will be able to receive calls or call out 
using an international calling card. As Skype has quickly become a preferred mode of 
communication home, we make sure this program is installed on the shared computers but you 
should plan on bringing your own headphone/microphone.

WEATHER: Temperatures in Santa Barbara are pleasant nearly year round. Expect temperatures 
ranging between 16 and 21 degrees Celsius during the day and between 10 and 15 degrees 
Celsius at night. Despite representations of a "sunny California," summer doesn't really start until 
mid-July, and most visitors are surprised by mornings clouded by marine layer coming off the 
ocean and cool, damp evenings. Participants coming from warm climates have found it quite 
cold. You will want to pack a light jacket or sweater.

The summer is also "Fire Season" in California and in recent summers there have been 
fires close enough to Santa Barbara to effect the air quality. If you are sensitive to particles in the 
air (asthma, etc), you may want to discuss this with your doctor prior to your departure. 
Temperatures in Salt Lake City and especially in Atlanta and Washington, DC, will be rather hot 
and humid (about 35-38 degrees Celsius). You will want to make sure that you have clothing that 



"breathes" and dries easily, particularly since we will be moving back and forth between air-
conditioned rooms and the hot and humid outside environment.

DRESS AND PROTOCOL: Santa Barbara attire is casual. More formal clothing is appropriate 
for some restaurants and nightspots, but the atmosphere is generally informal, and comfortable 
sportswear is usually appropriate. Light dresses, shirts and blouses with short sleeves and light 
skirts and trousers (or short pants) certainly are appropriate for regular classroom days. You may 
wish to bring one or two formal outfits for special events and site visits, which will include visits 
to places of worship. Women are encouraged to bring a scarf that can be used as a head covering, 
and men will want a cap/hat for visits to Jewish and Sikh places of worship.

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES: The United States relies on alternating current, 60 cycles, 110-
volts. If you bring electrical equipment (such as hairdryer, shaver, computer), be sure it is 
compatible or bring an adapter. Adapters are not cheap in the U.S and surprisingly difficult to 
find in stores, so it is best to bring one with you.

CELLULAR PHONES: Many participants arrive with a personal cell phone only to find they 
do not receive service in the U.S. If you are planning to bring a phone, you should talk to your 
service provider before leaving. Also, we have found that you cannot buy an “international 
chip/SIM card" for foreign phones here in the U.S. Cell phone service is very expensive in the 
U.S, and people who plan on purchasing a phone when they arrive are typically disappointed by 
the fact that service providers charge for both incoming and outgoing calls, not to mention many 
service providers require a two year contract. There are new pay-as-you-go plans that may be an 
option (at a cost of about $50/month), but be advised that these have limited international calling  
available.

SMOKING: There is NO smoking inside ANY campus building, including dormitory rooms. If 
you smoke in your room, you will be responsible for paying the $250 fine (per incident). You 
must be at least 20 feet from any building while smoking outdoors. These rules apply not just on 
campus but include most public buildings, including restaurants, hotels, etc.

EXPENSES: The Study of the U.S. Institute will pay for your housing in Santa Barbara as well 
as hotel rooms and travel expenses in Los Angeles, Salt Lake City (Utah), Atlanta (Georgia), and 
Washington D.C. Upon your arrival, you will receive a stipend check intended to cover meals on 
the study tour and incidentals (at a set per diem rate per city) as well as a cultural allowance of 
$600 for buying books or entertainment. Under no circumstances will we be able to issue 
additional money, so please plan your expenses wisely. The money for expenses will be 
disbursed in two payments: upon your arrival and prior to departing Santa Barbara for the study 
tour. If you wish to use hotel room telephones, pay television, or other personal amenities during 
the group travel to Los Angeles, Utah, Georgia, and Washington, you will need to bring a credit 
card with you to guarantee your expenses. The Institute will pay ONLY for the cost of your 
accommodation. We do not cover the incidental expenses.



SHIPPING BOOKS HOME: The Institute will provide an allowance to cover postage costs to 
mail your books home. However, since each country has different shipping methods/reliability, 
some countries will be more affordable and safe than others. The US Post Office now has fairly 
reasonable flat-rate boxes to ship internationally. We will have a "packing party" where the staff 
can help you prepare for shipping books home. You may choose, instead, to use your mailing 
allowance to pay additional baggage fees to take the books back on the plane with you. Please be 
aware that airlines are charging for all checked luggage on both domestic and foreign flights, 
which will quickly add up on our 3 study tour flights.

SECURITY: Many have described UCSB as a "paradise" for its natural beauty and beachside 
setting. Statistics show that in comparison to other large urban college campuses, UCSB is a 
relatively safe environment. Nonetheless, individuals in our community still must take personal 
responsibility for their own safety by being aware and alert. The college town bordering UCSB, 
called Isla Vista, is generally very safe, even at night, although most people prefer to walk in 
groups of at least two.

TRANSPORTATION: We will provide transportation to all program events. We will also try to 
arrange some time for shopping. However, please be prepared to make your own travel 
arrangements for shopping and free-time excursions. There is a bus that departs for downtown 
Santa Barbara from UCSB several times throughout the day. The fare is $1.75 each way. The 
front office at your residence can assist you with the bus schedule and links will be posted on the 
Institute's website. Public transportation is quite safe and easy to use! Car rentals are very 
expensive in the U.S and require both a credit card and an international drivers license; 
unfortunately, most participants find that this is not a viable option.

RESEARCH: Upon your arrival, you will be provided with a Visiting Scholar's library card and 
will have full access to the library and computer facilities at the university. You will receive a  
campus tour as well as a library tour, which will include instructions on how and where to access 
the library computers and databases. The Religious Studies librarian will meet with the group 
and be available during office hours to help you take full advantage of our excellent library. 
Since many resources may be available electronically, you may want to consider bringing a 
USB/flashdrive so you don’t have the extra weight upon your return home. Or you can purchase 
USB/flashdrives from bookstores and office supply stores in Santa Barbara.  We have compiled a 
variety of local resources on the Institute website under the “links” tab” to help you in your 
independent research, whether it be library-based or require independent trips to local faith 
communities.



HEALTH CARE: In order to take full advantage of your stay in the United States, you should 
be in excellent health. If you are using any medication on a daily basis we advise you to check 
with your doctor prior to your departure and bring with you any medicine you may need during 
your stay in the United States. Please bring adequate supply of any prescription medicine you 
may need, and take them along with you as a carry-on luggage in the airplane in case your 
luggage is delayed. You must have a current written prescription IN ENGLISH for any unusual 
or controlled drugs you may require. If you use contact lenses or glasses, please make sure to 
bring an extra pair.

Upon your arrival, you will be issued a health benefits card by the U.S. Department of 
State that will be valid during the institute. The benefits cover all accidents, illnesses and 
emergencies. You will be responsible for paying the $15 co-pay for each visit. Please note 
carefully: pre-existing conditions are not covered by the plan, this means any medical condition 
you have prior to arriving in the U.S and the medications you use to treat these conditions will 
not be covered and will be billed to you at full-price.

TRAVEL: Due to additional security measures, you can expect to be fingerprinted and 
photographed upon your arrival in the United States. You should carry a copy of this letter with 
you during your travel should there be any question about your visit to the U.S.

AIRPORT ARRIVAL: Most of you will be arriving in Santa Barbara on Saturday, June 23rd. 
The Santa Barbara airport is very small and quite close to campus. The Institute staff will meet 
you at the airport in a white van with "UCSB" on the side. If you arrive on a later flight than 
scheduled, you should first look for Institute staff (as we will often check for you on the next 
flight), then call 413-519-1827. If necessary, you can call the UCSB Shuttle services at (805) 
893-6161 (note: you will need at least 50 cents to make the call, although people will often share 
their cell to make a local call if you smile nicely). The shuttle usually takes ten minutes to arrive.  
For delays or emergencies, please call Kendra Sarna at 413-519-1827.

You should pack at least one outfit and a few toiletries in your carry-on luggage, as 
checked baggage often gets delayed on international flights and you may have to wait a day or 
two for your things to arrive. Also, expect long delays (up to three hours) at your initial port of 
entry into the United States due to increased security measures. Please note: You will often need 
to claim your luggage at your port of entry in order to go through customs. Failure to do so is the 
#1 reason that luggage is lost/delayed. Be sure to carry with you the letter you received from the 
State Department confirming your participation in the Study of the U.S. Institute on Religious 
Pluralism, which you should use (along with this letter) in the event that immigration or customs 
officials seek additional documentation about your stay in the United States. If there are any 
complications at your airport of entry into the United States or at the Santa Barbara airport, we 
ask that you call the Religious Studies office at (805) 893-2557 or Kendra Sarna at 413-519-
1827. To make a phone call from the Santa Barbara airport you will need 50 cents, but from 
another city it may cost about $3.00 to call.



YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION WHILE IN THE UNITED STATES:

Listed on the travel page of the website.

DEPARTURE DATE: You will be leaving Santa Barbara on July 25th for Salt Lake City, 
Atlanta and Washington, DC. The program ends on August 5th when you will be returning to 
your home country from Washington, DC. If you are planning to stay in the United States longer 
than August 5th, you will be responsible for arranging your own accommodations and travel. 
Please keep this in mind as you make your arrangements.

We will be in regular e-mail contact with you before, during, and after the program. 
Please be sure to join the Yahoo Group as outlined in the email attached to this letter in order to 
assure you receive all updates. If you have any questions regarding the program, please feel free 
to contact us at any time via e-mail, phone, or fax. The Institute staff and I look forward very 
much to meeting you and working with you at UCSB. We hope the upcoming six weeks will 
prove to be just the beginning of long-lasting scholarly ties for both you and us.

With warm regards,

Wade Clark Roof

Professor, Department of Religious Studies, UCSB

Academic Co-Director, Study of the United States Institute: Religion in the U.S., Pluralism & 
Public Presence

Kathleen Moore

Professor, Department of Religious Studies, UCSB

Academic Co-Director, Study of the United States Institute: Religion in the U.S., Pluralism & 
Public Presence


