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Course Description:
This course focuses on the analysis of the philosophical foundations and approaches to qualitative research methodologies relevant to the discipline of Nursing (e.g. phenomenology, ethnography, participatory action research).  Nursing research studies are evaluated relative to the scientific standards for qualitative research.  Specific issues addressed include theoretical bases for qualitative work, sampling, interviewing techniques, qualitative analysis and interpretation of data, the nature of qualitative description and the contribution of qualitative research to theory development in Nursing.

Intended Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to address key points in each of the following areas:

1. Explore qualitative nursing research 
2. Discuss the value of qualitative research 
3. Apply knowledge of the philosophical/theoretical foundations associated with qualitative approaches in selecting scientific approaches to knowledge development.

4. Contrast the philosophical foundation for qualitative and quantitative approaches.

5. Contrast the various types of qualitative approaches to scientific and knowledge development by providing research examples of each and the role of theory in each. 

6. Identify potential qualitative research questions specific to Nursing.

7. Identify a qualitative research problem and develop it, based on course content, and area of research interest.

8.  Determine the most effective qualitative method to examine a nursing research problem/area of interest
9. Design a qualitative study that:

i. Matches philosophy of selected type of approach.

ii. Meets ethical requirements.

iii. Will yield valid and reliable information.
10. Develop analytical and communication skills to interact with other health care professionals, who are also using research to improve health care.

11. Examine and critique published qualitative nursing research to identify its 
strengths and weaknesses.
11. Evaluate opportunities for disseminating the results of qualitative studies. 

Expectations:

1. Each student should have an active email and will be responsible to check for updated messages

2. Plagiarizing - the presentation of the words or ideas of another person without proper citation or attribution - is not acceptable. Copying another student’s paper or any portion of it is considered plagiarism.  Additionally, copying a portion of published material (e.g., books or journals) without adequately documenting the source is plagiarism.  If five or more words in sequence are taken from a source, those words must be placed in quotes and the source referenced with author’s name, date of publication, and page number of publication.  If the author’s ideas are rephrased, by transposing words or expressing the same idea using different words, the idea must be attributed to the author by proper referencing, giving the author’s name and date of publication.  If a single author’s ideas are discussed in more than one paragraph, the author must be referenced at the end of each paragraph. Authors whose words or ideas have been used in the preparation of a paper must be listed in the references cited at the end of the paper.

Course Policies: 

1. Discussion sessions are designed to be an integral part of the student's
learning, so regular class attendance and participation is expected of 
all students.

2. Students are responsible for all missed course information. A PhD student who wishes to change a schedule by either dropping or adding a course must first consult with the PhD Advisor.  

3. Individual assignments are to be completed alone.

4. When group assignments are made, each student in the group must have contributed to the project

5. All assignments must be written in the American Psychological Association, (APA, 6th edition) format. (www.apa.org).

6. Papers or assignments submitted after the due date without the permission of the instructor will have 1 point deducted for each late day, including weekend days.

Teaching/ Learning Methodology: 

· 
Independent study (reading, thinking) 

· Class Presentation

· Brainstorming

· Group work

· Mini-lectures, 

· Guided discussions, 

· Seminars, 

· Online participation
Learning Resources:

· 
Power point

· 
Boards

· 
Books & Articles

Evaluation Methods: 

· Class participation

· Presentation

· Written assignments 

· Qualitative research articles critique
· Individual research proposal

· Implementation plan for the research proposal
Student Evaluation:

	Item 
	Points

	Qualitative research method presentation from the following methods (Phenomenology, Grounded theory, Ethnography, Historical research, Action research, triangulation), utilizing a qualitative research article, and a qualitative research reference. 
	15

	Critique of a recent qualitative research article
	10

	Participation & discussion
	05

	Qualitative research proposal in the  area of  your research interest including plan for implementation, data analysis, presentation of findings, discussion, implications, recommendations and limitations of study
	25

	Presentation of  qualitative research plan
	05

	Final exam 
	40

	Total
	100


Required Reading:

Speziale, H. S., Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in 
nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative. Lippincott Williams & 
Wilkins.
Polit, D. F., & Beck, C. T. (2013). Essentials of nursing research: Appraising 
evidence for nursing practice. Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
Access nursing journals online within the Campus net: http://e-library/2002/
Recommended Readings & Resources:

American Psychological Association (2010). Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American 
Psychological Association. 

Grove, S. K., Burns, N., & Gray, J. (2012). The practice of nursing research: 
appraisal, synthesis, and generation of evidence. Elsevier Health Sciences.
Khalaf, I. (2013). Development of nursing research in Jordan (1986–

2012). International Nursing Review, 60(4), 461-468. 
Topics Outline & Objectives:

1. Overview of Philosophy and Theory: Foundations of Qualitative Research
Objectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to:

· Explore different philosophical perspective underpinnings qualitative research. 

· Describe the relationship between science, research and theory.

· Explain how the realities of nursing is grounding in research 

    2. The conduct of Qualitative Research: Overview and Common Essential Elements
Objectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to:
· Explore the history of qualitative research in nursing

· Define qualitative research
· Differentiate between qualitative and quantitative research 
· Explore why we need to conduct qualitative nursing research
· Identify the basis for the use of a qualitative methodology
· Discuss the most important features of qualitative research
3. Designing Data generation and Management Strategies

Objectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to:
· Apply different strategies to generate qualitative research data

· Manage qualitative research data utilizing different methodology and computerized programs

· Analyze qualitative data utilizing different approaches:

· Critique qualitative research articles to observe for trustworthiness: credibility, dependability, conformability, and transferability
· Present the data collected and analyzed into a meaningful representation of a phenomenon based on those whose experiences are shared.

4. Ethical Considerations in Qualitative Research

Objectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to:
· Discuss the historical background of ethics in research

· Identify ethical issues specific to qualitative research design

· Design a qualitative nursing study that meets ethical requirements.
5. Overview of the Research Methods in Qualitative StudiesObjectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to analyze and utilize the following qualitative research methods: 
· Phenomenology

· Grounded theory

· Ethnography

· Historical research
· Action research

6. Integration of Qualitative and Quantitative Designs (Triangulation as a qualitative research strategy)

Objectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to:

· Discuss the concepts of illustration, clarification, and amplification

· Evaluate multi-method research designs

· Identify strategies for multi-method research

· Identify obstacles to multi-method research 

7. Writing a Qualitative Research Proposal

Objectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to:
· To select an area of qualitative nursing research

· Evaluate qualitative research sampling techniques
· Evaluate qualitative samples
· Write a qualitative nursing research proposal following all required considerations 
8. Communicating Research and Sharing Qualitative Research Results

Objectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to:

· Summarize research findings
· Prepare qualitative research for publication
· Share research findings

9. Using Research Results

Objectives: Upon completion of this session, the student will be able to:

· Evaluate research reports

· Utilize research results
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	Day/ Presenter
	Weeks/Date
	Topic

	
	
	

	Sunday/Inaam/ Susan
	1st  Week

14/9/2014


	Introduction to Course 

Overview of Qualitative Research Process

Choosing Qualitative Research, Value of Qualitative Research

	Sunday/ Susan
	2nd  Week

21/9
	Philosophy and Theory: Foundation of Qualitative Research

	Sunday/ Susan
	3rd Week

28/9
	Designing Data Generation and Management Strategies



	Sunday/ 
	4th Week

5/10
	HOLIDAY

	Sunday/ Inaam
	5th  Week

12/10
	Ethical Considerations in Qualitative Research 



	Sunday 
Inaam

Izzaden 
	6th  Week

19/10
	Writing a Qualitative Research Proposal 

Student Presentations: Phenomenology 

	Sunday All Students Inaam/ Alaa & Sarah
	7th Week

26/10
	Qualitative research article critique due
Presentation of the critiques
Student Presentations: Ethnography

	Sunday/ Manar & 
Eman
	8th  week

2/11 
	Student Presentations: Historical research
Student presentations: Grounded Theory

	Sunday/ Aziza& Huda 
	9th Week

9/11
	Student Presentations: Action research 

	Sunday/ Ahmad &Yahya 
	10th Week

16/11
	Student Presentations: Triangulation 



	Sunday/ Susan
	11th Week

23/11
	Analyzing Qualitative Research Data 



	Sunday/ Susan
	12th Week

30/11
	Analyzing Qualitative Research Data 



	Sunday/ All Students
	13th Week

7/12
	Research proposal presentations and paper due

	Sunday 
Inaam, Susan
	14th Week

14/12
	Communicating and Sharing Qualitative Research Results
Using Research Results
Evaluating Qualitative Research Reports

	Sunday Inaam, Susan
	15th Week

21/12


	Evidence-Based Practice and Qualitative Research

Course Evaluation

Finalized research plan due

	Sunday
	16th week
	Final exam
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Student Presentation Evaluation Form (15 points)
Presenter:













Topic:
	Area to be Evaluated:
	0
	1
	2

	1. Demonstrates breadth of reading and depth of understanding of the topic   

Comments:
	
	
	

	2. Presents background information for ideas                                                    

Comments:
	
	
	

	3. Critiques and analyses, not just summarizes, ideas and arguments               

Comments:
	
	
	

	4. Presentation was well organized and given in a sequential, logical manner. Is well-prepared for the presentation.

Comments:
	
	
	

	5. Utilizes appropriate teaching strategies and audiovisual materials to meet individualize  learning needs and stimulate audience

Comments:                 
	
	
	

	6. Paces presentation appropriately, speeds presentation was appropriate for complexity of the material.

Comments:
	
	
	

	7.  Encourages and involves class members’ thought and participation Solicits and responds constructively to class members opinions 

Comments:              
	
	
	

	8.  Answered questions effectively

Comments:
	
	
	

	9. Speech is clear and is heard throughout the room.

Comments:
	
	
	

	10. Summarizes main points at end of presentation/discussion 

Comments:                           
	
	
	

	11. Utilized time effectively

Comments:
	
	
	

	12. Overall  impression of the presentation

Comments:
	
	
	

	Total:
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Evaluation Criteria for Qualitative Research Critiques (10 points) 

Type (double space) the critique using APA format (6th edition).

	
Section
	
Information to Include
	Possible 

Points
	Actual

Points

	General

Information
	The article selected for critique should be related to your area of research interest and connected to one of the qualitative research method (Phenomenology, Grounded theory, Ethnography, Historical research, Action research, Triangulation)
	
	

	General


	1. Comment on the study’s strengthens as well as weaknesses. 2
2. Give specific examples of weakness and strengths.2
3. Justify your criticisms; offer a rationale for using a different approach.2
4. Suggest alternatives to problems you identify in the study.2
5. Organize your comments logically and be correct grammatically2
	10
	

	The Problem


	1. Is the problem significant to nursing and is the significance described? 2
2. Has the purpose for conducting the research been explained? What is to be accomplished? 2
3. Was the problem statement introduced promptly? 2
4. Will an answer to the problem provide insight into advanced nursing practice? 2
5. What are the assumptions and limitations of the study? Are they listed or do you have to infer what they are? 2

	10
	

	Review of the Literature


	1. Is the review comprehensive, critical, logical and relevant to the research problem/question(s)? 3
2. Does it include recent research and theoretical work? 3
3. Is the review paraphrased adequately or are there too many quotes? 2
4. Can a case be made for conducting a new study based on the review? 2

	10
	

	Theoretical/ Conceptual Framework


	1. Was a conceptual/theoretical framework used in the study? 3
2. Is there justification of the type of framework used? 3
3. Is the framework sufficiently described? 2
4. In what ways did the framework guide the study? 2
	10
	

	Population and Sampling

	1. Is the target population clearly described?1
2. Considering the nature of enquiry and the study design, is the sample size appropriate? 2
3. Have the investigators considered maximum variation in the sample? 2
4. Was the method of sampling (for both the subjects and the setting) been adequately described? 2
5. Is the sampling method appropriate for the research design? 2
6. Have the characteristics of the participants been defined? Was any “negative or discrepant case” included in this study? 1

	10
	

	Research Design


	1. What design has been used for the study? 4
2. Is the design appropriate for the level of inquiry of research question and purpose of research? 4
3. Have enough information been given to permit replication of the study? 2

	10
	

	Data

Collection

	1. What methods (strategies) have been used for data collection? 4
2. Has rationale been given for using these methods? 4
3. Are the methods congruent with the research question(s)? 2

	10
	

	Protection of Human Rights


	1. Is there evidence of an independent ethics review by board or committee? 1
2. Is there an indication that participants gave voluntary, informed consent? 1
3. Is there evidence of deception or intimidation? 1
4. Were participants invited to consent at an appropriate time? 1
5. Is there evidence in the study that individuals can be identified? .5
6. Has the study been designed to minimize risk and maximize benefits to participants? .5

	05
	

	Analysis


	1. Are methods of analysis clearly described? 1
2. How were themes and concepts derived from the data?1
3. Does the method of analysis fit with the level of inquiry?1
4. Are concepts/ themes/theories developed supported by the raw data?1
5. Are the explanations presented plausible and coherent? Or could there be alternative explanations?1

	05
	

	Rigor


	1. Were the methods of data collection reliable and independently verifiable (e.g., audiotape, videotape, field notes)?1
2. Were observations taken in a range of circumstances (e.g., at different times)?1
3. Did more than one researcher perform the analysis, and what method was used to resolve differences of interpretation?1
4. Were negative or discrepant results fully addressed, or just ignored? 1
5. What was the researcher’s perspective? .5
6. Had the researcher critically examined his or her own role, potential bias and influence? .5

	05
	

	Conclusions and Recommendations:


	1. Are results of data analysis clearly explained in reference to research questions?1
2. What conclusions are drawn, and are they justified by the results?1
3. What recommendations for nursing practice and future research studies have been made?1

4. Are these recommendations supported by the results?1
5. To what extent are the findings of the study transferable to similar settings in Jordan?1
	05
	

	Style
	Paper is organized, interesting, and neat.

Grammar and spelling are correct.
	05
	

	Citation
	APA format is correct.
	05
	

	
	Late Points (if applicable)
	
	

	Total
	
	100  then  10
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Qualitative Research Proposal Paper (15 points): 

Format of this paper follows the American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author. 

	Section
	
	Possible Points
	Your Points

	Abstract
	Overview of the study- Limited to 250 words
	05
	

	Specific Aims
	Introduction

Research Problem to be addressed

Aims
	10
	

	Background and Significance
	Why should this study be done? / Significance to nursing 

Review of related literature- theoretical and research

Use this section to write the background of the study, and clearly identify the gap that this study is addressing
	25
	

	Preliminary Studies and Proposed Research
	Discuss your own research studies. 

How have these experiences prepared you to do this study?
	5
	

	Study Design and Methods
	Method

Participants Selection

Data Collection

Data Analysis
	35
	

	Human Subjects and Ethical Considerations
	What procedures will be used to ensure that human subjects are treated ethically?
	10
	

	Format
	Body of the paper is 20 pages.
APA format for referencing in the text and in the reference list was correctly followed.
Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
Adequacy of literature and documentation. 
	10
	

	Total
	
	100 then converted to 15
	


Finalized Qualitative Research Plan Paper (20 points) 

	Section
	Points to cover when writing the finalized proposal
	Possible Points
	Your Points

	Abstract
	Overview of the study- Limited to 250 words
	05
	

	Proposal 

Specific Aims
	Introduction

Research Problem to be addressed

Aims
	02
	

	Background and Significance
	· Why should this study be done? / Significance to nursing 

· Review of related literature- theoretical and research

· Use this section to write the background of the study, and clearly identify the gap that this study is addressing
	05
	

	The Problem


	· Is the problem significant to nursing and is the significant described?

· Has the purpose for conducting the research been explained? What is to be accomplished?

· Was problem statement introduced promptly?

· Will an answer to the problem provide insight into advanced nursing practice?

· What are the assumptions and limitations of the study? Are they listed or do you have to infer what they are?


	03
	

	Review of the Literature


	· Is the review comprehensive, critical, logical and relevant to the research problem/question(s)?

· Does it include recent research and theoretical work?

· Is the review paraphrased adequately or are there too many quotes?

· Can a case be made for conducting a new study based on the review?


	10
	

	Theoretical / Conceptual Framework


	· Was a conceptual/ theoretical framework used in the study?

· Is there justification of the type of framework used?

· Is the framework sufficiently described?

· In what ways did the framework guide the study?
	05
	

	Population and Sampling:


	· Is the target population clearly described?

· Considering the nature of enquiry and the study design, is the sample size appropriate?

· Has the investigators considered maximum variation in the sample?

· Has the method of sampling (for both the subjects and the setting) been adequately described?

· Does the sampling method appropriate for the research design?

· Have the characteristics of the participants been defined? Was any “negative or discrepant case” included in this study?


	05
	

	Research Design


	· What design has been used for the study?

· Is the design appropriate for the level of inquiry of research question and purpose of research?

· Has enough information been given to permit replication of the study?


	05
	

	Data Collection:


	· What methods (strategies) have been used for data collection?

· Has rationale been given for using these methods?

· Are the methods congruent with the research question(s)?


	07
	

	Protection of Human Rights


	· Is there evidence of an independent ethics review by board or committee?

· Is there an indication that participants gave voluntary, informed consent?

· Is there evidence of deception or intimidation?

· Were participants invited to consent at an appropriate time?

· Is there evidence in the study that individuals can be identified?

· Has the study been designed to minimize risk and maximize benefits to participants?


	03
	

	Plan for implementation, data analysis, 


	· Are methods of analysis clearly described?

· How were themes and concepts derived from the data?

· Does the method of analysis fit with the level of inquiry?

· Are concepts / themes/theories developed supported by the raw data?

· Are the explanations presented plausible and coherent? Or there could be alternative explanations?


	10
	

	Rigor


	· Were the methods of data collection reliable and independently verifiable (e.g., audiotape, videotape, field notes)?

· Were observations taken in a range of circumstances (e.g., at different times)?

· Did more than one researcher perform the analysis, and what method was used to resolve differences of interpretation?

· Were negative or discrepant results fully addressed, or just ignored?

· What was the researcher’s perspective?

· Had the researcher critically examined his or her own role, potential bias and influence?


	10
	

	Presentation of findings
	· Are the main themes are presented as they relate to the research question? 
· Brief quotes are used to  illustrate a particular point really well?
· Research findings where summarized? 

 
	10
	

	Discussion, implications, conclusion, recommendations and limitations of study


	· Are results of data analysis clearly explained in reference to research questions?

· Are study findings explained in the lights of the literature review?

· What conclusions are drawn, and are they justified by the findings?

· What recommendations for nursing practice and future research studies have been made?

· Are these recommendations supported by the results?

· To what extent are the findings of the study transferable to similar settings in Jordan?
· Are the study limitations presented logically and appropriately? 
	10
	

	Format
	· Body of the paper is 20 pages.

· APA format for referencing in the text and in the reference list was correctly followed.

· Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

· Adequacy of literature and documentation. 
	10
	

	Total
	
	100 converted to 20
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