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	1
	Course title
	Methods of Qualitative Nursing Research

	2
	Course number
	0701906



	3
	Credit hours (theory, practical)
	3 credits 

	
	Contact hours (theory, practical)
	3 contact hours weekly 

	4
	Prerequisites/co requisites
	

	5
	Program title
	PhD

	6
	Program code
	

	7
	Awarding institution 
	The University of Jordan

	8
	Faculty
	Nursing 

	9
	Department
	Maternal Child Nursing 

	10
	Level of course 
	

	11
	Year of study and semester (s)
	Second Year First semester

	12
	Final Qualification
	PhD

	13
	Other department (s) involved in teaching the course
	All Department 

	14
	Language of Instruction
	English 

	15
	Date of production/revision
	September 12, 2015


16. Course Coordinator: 
	Office numbers, office hours, phone numbers, and email addresses should be listed.
Office number and Tel:
Second Floor (room 33),  

Office Hours:

By Appointment 

Phone number:                            0777487250

Email and Website:

khalafd@ju.edu.jo


Khalaf12@yahoo.com


17.  Other instructors: 
	None 


18. Course Description: 
	This course focuses on the analysis of the philosophical foundations and approaches to qualitative research methodologies relevant to the discipline of Nursing (e.g. phenomenology, ethnography, participatory action research).  Nursing research studies are evaluated relative to the scientific standards for qualitative research.  Specific issues addressed include theoretical bases for qualitative work, sampling, interviewing techniques, qualitative analysis and interpretation of data, the nature of qualitative description and the contribution of qualitative research to theory development in Nursing.



1. 19. Course aims and outcomes: 
	A-  Aims: The course aims at developing the PhD nursing students competencies in designing rigorous qualitative research to inform nursing knowledge, practice, and policy. Selected qualitative research designs are explored with its philosophical underpinnings and data collection and analysis methods associated with each design are identified, discussed, and analyzed. Research from nursing and other fields is critiqued. 
B- Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs): Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to …



	1.
Knowledge and Understanding

	1.1. Explore different philosophical perspective underpinnings qualitative research.



	1.2. Describe the relationship between science, research and theory.



	1.3. Explain how the realities of nursing is grounding in research. 



	1.4. Differentiate between the characteristics of qualitative and quantitative research. 

	1.5. Explore common elements/features inherent in qualitative research methodologies commonly used in nursing.

	1.6. Explore different methods for designing data generation and management strategies for data analysis.

	1.7. Discuss the ethical considerations and scientific rigor in qualitative research.

	1.8. Identify potential qualitative research questions specific to Nursing.

	1.9. Discuss strategies for reporting qualitative research findings.

	1.10. Discuss the process of using qualitative research findings for knowledge based practice.

	2.
Intellectual Analytical and Cognitive Skills

	2.1. Contrast the philosophical foundation for qualitative and quantitative approaches.

	2.2. Analyze the most important features of qualitative research.

	2.3. Analyze qualitative data utilizing different approaches.

	2.4. Explore development of a research project proposal based on qualitative research methods.

	2.5. Differentiate between major qualitative approaches to research in nursing and healthcare. 

	3.
Subject/ Specific/ Practical Skills

	3.1. Apply knowledge of the philosophical/theoretical foundations associated with qualitative approaches in selecting scientific approaches to knowledge development.

	3.2.  Apply different strategies to generate qualitative research data.

	3.3.  Manage qualitative research data utilizing different methodology and computerized programs.

	3.4. Present the data collected and analyzed into a meaningful representation of a phenomenon based on those whose experiences are shared.

	3.5 Analyze and utilize qualitative research methods: Phenomenology, Grounded theory, Ethnography, 
Case Study, Historical research, Action research, and Triangulation Qualitative research. 

	3.6. Determine the most effective qualitative method to examine a nursing research problem/area of interest.

	3.7. Develop analytical and communication skills to interact with other health care professionals, who are also using research to improve health care.

	4.
Creativity /Transferable Key Skills/Evaluation

	4.1. Contrast the various types of qualitative approaches to scientific and knowledge development by providing research examples of each and the role of theory in each. 

	4.2. Develop a qualitative nursing research proposal following all required considerations. 

	4.3. Critically appraise and synthesize published qualitative research in relation to appropriateness of approach, design, rigor, trustworthiness: credibility, dependability, conformability, and transferability.


	4.4. Design a qualitative study that:

i. Matches philosophy of selected type of approach.

ii. Meets ethical requirements.

iii. Will yield valid and reliable information.



	4.5. Evaluate opportunities for disseminating and utilizing the results of qualitative studies. 

	4.6. Utilize qualitative research findings for knowledge based practice.


 20. Topic Outline and Schedule:
	Topic

Week

Instructor

Achieved ILOs

Evaluation Methods

Reference

Introduction to Course 

Philosophy and Theory: Foundation of Qualitative Research
1st week, Sept. 29,2015
Pro. Inaam
1.1, 1.2, 1.3,  2.1,3.1, 4.1, 4.4.
- Questions & Answers
- Final Exam, open ended questions. 
Green H (2014) Use of theoretical and conceptual frameworks in qualitative research.

Nurse Researcher. 21, 6, 34-38.
Khalaf, I. (2013). Development of nursing research in Jordan (1986–2012). 
International Nursing Review, 60(4), 461-468. 

Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. Chapter 1.
The conduct of Qualitative Research: Common Essential Elements. 
2nd week, Oct, 6, 2015
Pro. Inaam
1.4, 1.5, 2.2, 4.1. 
- Questions & Answers 

- Final Exam, open ended questions
- Creswell, J. W., Hanson, W. E., Plano, V. L. C., & Morales, A. (2007). Qualitative research designs selection and implementation. The counselling psychologist, 35(2), 236-264.

 - Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. Chapter 2
Designing Data Generation and Management Strategies

3rd week, Oct, 13, 2015

Pro. Inaam

1.6, 2.3, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 4.3, 4.4. 
- Questions & Answers

- Final Exam, open ended questions. 

- Writing a proposal. 

- Bradley, E. H., Curry, L. A., & Devers, K. J. (2007). Qualitative data analysis for health services research: developing taxonomy, themes, and theory. Health services research, 42(4), 1758-1772.

- Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. Chapter 3
Ethical Considerations in Qualitative Research 

4th week, Oct, 20, 2015

Pro. Inaam

1.7, 4.2, 4.4.
- Questions & Answers

- Final Exam, open ended questions. 

- Writing a proposal. 

- Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. Chapter 4 

Stevens, M. (2013). Ethical issues in qualitative research. King's College London.

Writing a Qualitative Research Proposal 

5th week, Oct, 27, 2015

Pro. Inaam

1.8, 2.4, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4. 
- Writing a proposal. 

- Questions & Answers
- Final Exam
- Sandelowski, M., & Barroso, J. (2003). Writing the proposal for a qualitative research methodology project. Qualitative health research, 13(6), 781-820.
- Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. 
Chapters 16. 5,6. 
- Vivar, C. G., McQueen, A., Whyte, D. A., & Armayor, N. C. (2007). Getting started with qualitative research: developing a research proposal. Nurse researcher, 14(3), 
60-73.
Student Presentations: Phenomenology
6th week, Nov, 3, 2015

1.8, 2.5, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4. 
- Students Presentation
- Writing a proposal.
-  Critique of a recent qualitative research article
- Questions & Answers
- Final Exam
- Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. 
Chapters  5,6. 

- Each student is required To bring at 

least one article related  to his presentation. 
Student presentations: 
Grounded Theory. 

7th week, Nov, 10, 2015

1.8, 2.5, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4. 
- Students Presentation
- Writing a proposal.
-  Critique of a recent qualitative research article
- Questions & Answers
- Final Exam
- Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. 
Chapters 7,8
- Each student is required To bring at 

least one article related  to his presentation. 
Student Presentations: Ethnography.
8th week, Nov, 17, 2015

1.8, 2.5, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4. 
- Students Presentation
- Writing a proposal.
-  Critique of a recent qualitative research article
- Questions & Answers
- Final Exam
- Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. 
Chapters 9,10
- Each student is required To bring at 

least one article related  to his presentation. 
Student Presentations: Historical research

Case Study

9th week, Nov, 24, 2015

1.8, 2.5, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4. 
- Students Presentation
- Writing a proposal.
-  Critique of a recent qualitative research article
- Questions & Answers
- Final Exam
Baxter, P., & Jack, S. (2008). Qualitative case study methodology: Study 
design and implementation for novice researchers. The qualitative report, 13(4), 544-559.

 - Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. 
Chapters, 11,12
- Each student is required To bring at 

least one article related  to his presentation. 
Student Presentations: Action research                                   Rigor in qualitative research; faculty proposal critique

10th week, Dec, 1, 2015

1.8, 2.5, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4. 
- Students Presentation
- Writing a proposal.
-  Critique of a recent qualitative research article
- Questions & Answers
- Final Exam
- Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. 
Chapters, 13,14

- Each student is required To bring at 

least one article related  to his presentation. 
Student Presentations: Triangulation 

Qualitative research 

Article critique due

Presentation of the critiques

11th week, Dec, 8, 2015

1.8, 2.5, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4.
- Students Presentation
- Writing a proposal.
-  Critique of a recent qualitative research article
- Questions & Answers
- Final Exam
- Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: 
Advancing the humanistic imperative 
(5th ed.). Lippincott Williams &
Wilkins. 

Chapters, 15

- Each student is required To bring at 

least one article related  to his presentation. 
Qualitative research proposal presentations (paper due on 8/12)

12th week, Dec, 15, 2015

All Class

- Students Presentation
- Writing a proposal.
Communicating and Sharing Qualitative Research Results

Using Research Results

Evaluating Qualitative Research Reports
13th week, Dec, 22, 2015

Prof. Inaam

1.9, 3.7, 4.3, 4.5.  

Participation & discussion
Final Exam.
Hew, K. F., & Hara, N. (2007). Knowledge sharing in online environments: A qualitative case study. Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology, 58(14), 2310-2324.

 - Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in nursing: 
Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.).  Lippincott Williams &Wilkins. 
Chapter 17. 
Evidence-Based Practice and Qualitative Research

Course Evaluation

14th week, Dec, 29, 2015

Prof. Inaam

1.10. , 4.6. 
Participation & discussion
Final Exam.
Henderson, R. & Rheault,  W. (2004) Appraising and incorporating qualitative research in evidence-based practice. Journal of Physical Therapy Education, 18 (3), 35-40.

Meadows-Oliver, M. (2009). Does qualitative research have a place in evidence based nursing practice? Journal of Pediatric Health Care 23 (5), 352-354.

Polit, D. F. and Beck, C. T. (2010).  Generalization in quantitative and qualitative research: Myths and strategies. International Journal of Nursing Studies 47, 1451–1458.

Polit, D. F., & Beck, C. T. (2013). 
Essentials of nursing research: Appraising 
evidence for nursing practice. Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.

Final Exam Period 
January, 10th- January 2016 from 11-01 pm  

All class 
All ILOs 
Final Exam
All References used 

during the course  



21. Teaching Methods and Assignments: 
	Development of ILOs is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

Independent study (reading, thinking) 

Class Presentation

Brainstorming

Group work

Mini-lectures, 

Guided discussions, 

Seminars, 

Online participation

Learning Resources:

Power point

Boards

Books & Articles.



22. Evaluation Methods and Course Requirements: 



	University of Jordan

Faculty of Nursing

Methods of Qualitative Nursing Research 

Qualitative Research Paper (25 points): 

Format of this paper follows the American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author. 

Section

Points to cover when writing the finalized proposal

Possible Points

Your Points

Abstract

Overview of the study- Limited to 250 words

05

Proposal 

Specific purpose

Introduction

Research Problem to be addressed

Aims

02

Background and Significance

· Why should this study be done? / Significance to nursing 

· Review of related literature- theoretical and research

· Use this section to write the background of the study, and clearly identify the gap that this study is addressing

10

The Problem

· Is the problem significant to nursing and is the significant described?

· Has the purpose for conducting the research been explained? What is to be accomplished?

· Was problem statement introduced promptly?

· Will an answer to the problem provide insight into advanced nursing practice?

· What are the assumptions and limitations of the study? Are they listed or do you have to infer what they are?

05

Review of the Literature

· Is the review comprehensive, critical, logical and relevant to the research problem/question(s)?

· Does it include recent research and theoretical work?

· Is the review paraphrased adequately or are there too many quotes?

· Can a case be made for conducting a new study based on the review?

10

Theoretical / Conceptual Framework

· Was a conceptual/ theoretical framework used in the study?

· Is there justification of the type of framework used?

· Is the framework sufficiently described?

· In what ways did the framework guide the study?

05

Population and Sampling:

· Is the target population clearly described?

· Considering the nature of enquiry and the study design, is the sample size appropriate?

· Has the investigators considered maximum variation in the sample?

· Has the method of sampling (for both the subjects and the setting) been adequately described?

· Does the sampling method appropriate for the research design?

· Have the characteristics of the participants been defined? Was any “negative or discrepant case” included in this study?

05

Research Design

· What design has been used for the study?

· Is the design appropriate for the level of inquiry of research question and purpose of research?

· Has enough information been given to permit replication of the study?

10

Data Collection:

· What methods (strategies) have been used for data collection?

· Has rationale been given for using these methods?

· Are the methods congruent with the research question(s)?

08

Protection of Human Rights

· Is there evidence of an independent ethics review by board or committee?

· Is there an indication that participants gave voluntary, informed consent?

· Is there evidence of deception or intimidation?

· Were participants invited to consent at an appropriate time?

· Is there evidence in the study that individuals can be identified?

· Has the study been designed to minimize risk and maximize benefits to participants?

05

Plan for implementation, data analysis, 

· Are methods of analysis clearly described?

· How were themes and concepts derived from the data?

· Does the method of analysis fit with the level of inquiry?

· Are concepts / themes/theories developed supported by the raw data?

· Are the explanations presented plausible and coherent? Or there could be alternative explanations?

10

Rigor

· Were the methods of data collection reliable and independently verifiable (e.g., audiotape, videotape, field notes)?

· Were observations taken in a range of circumstances (e.g., at different times)?

· Did more than one researcher perform the analysis, and what method was used to resolve differences of interpretation?

· Were negative or discrepant results fully addressed, or just ignored?

· What was the researcher’s perspective?

· Had the researcher critically examined his or her own role, potential bias and influence?

05

Presentation of findings

· Are the main themes are presented as they relate to the research question? 

· Brief quotes are used to  illustrate a particular point really well?

· Research findings where summarized? 

05

Discussion, implications, conclusion, recommendations and limitations of study

· Are results of data analysis clearly explained in reference to research questions?

· Are study findings explained in the lights of the literature review?

· What conclusions are drawn, and are they justified by the findings?

· What recommendations for nursing practice and future research studies have been made?

· Are these recommendations supported by the results?

· To what extent are the findings of the study transferable to similar settings in Jordan?

· Are the study limitations presented logically and appropriately? 

05

Format

· Body of the paper is 20 pages.

· APA format for referencing in the text and in the reference list was correctly followed.

· Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

· Adequacy of literature and documentation. 

10

Total

100 converted to 25




23. Course Policies:
	A- Attendance policies:
1. Discussion sessions are designed to be an integral part of the student's learning, so regular class attendance and participation is expected of  all students.

2. Students are responsible for all missed course information. A PhD student who wishes to change a schedule by either dropping or adding a course must first consult with the PhD Advisor.  

3. Any student with absence of 15% of the classes of any course, will be illegible to sit for the final exam and will be given the university zero (F grade) in this course.

4. In the case (c) above, if a student submits an official sick report authenticated by university clinic or an accepted excuse by the Dean of his/her faculty, the student will be considered as withdrawn from the course, and a "W" will be shown in the transcript for this course.

5. Students are not allowed to come late to classes. 
B- Absences from exams and handing in assignments on time:
1. A student who is late more than 10 minutes will not be permitted to sit the exam (first, second or mid exams).

2. A student who is late more than 30 minutes will not be permitted to sit to final exam, and no student will be permitted to leave the exam center before the elapse of 30 minutes.

3. Failure in attending a course exam/ or submitting an assignment other than the final exam will result in zero mark unless the student provides an official acceptable excuse to the instructor who approves a make-up exam.

4. Failure in attending the final exam will result in zero mark unless the student presents an official acceptable excuse to the Dean of his/her faculty who approves an incomplete exam, normally scheduled to be conducted during the first two weeks of the successive semester.

5. Individual assignments are to be completed alone.

6. When group assignments are made, each student in the group must have contributed to the project

7. All assignments must be written in the American Psychological Association, (APA, 6th edition) format. (www.apa.org).

8. Papers or assignments submitted after the due date without the permission of the instructor will have 1 point deducted for each late day, including weekend days.

C- Health and safety procedures:

1. According to University regulations. 
D- Honesty policy regarding cheating, plagiarism, misbehavior:

1. Plagiarizing - the presentation of the words or ideas of another person without proper citation or attribution - is not acceptable. Copying another student’s paper or any portion of it is considered plagiarism.  Additionally, copying a portion of published material (e.g., books or journals) without adequately documenting the source is plagiarism.  If five or more words in sequence are taken from a source, those words must be placed in quotes and the source referenced with author’s name, date of publication, and page number of publication.  If the author’s ideas are rephrased, by transposing words or expressing the same idea using different words, the idea must be attributed to the author by proper referencing, giving the author’s name and date of publication.  If a single author’s ideas are discussed in more than one paragraph, the author must be referenced at the end of each paragraph. Authors whose words or ideas have been used in the preparation of a paper must be listed in the references cited at the end of the paper.

E- Grading policy:

A grade of (C+) is the minimum passing grade for the course.

Grade Points
Grade
4

A
3.75

A-
3.5

B+
3

B
2.75

B-
2.5

C+
2

C
1.75

C-
1.5

D+
1

D
0.75

D-
zero

F
F- Available university services that support achievement in the course:

Library & Computer centres at the University, Faculty members website. 

.



24. Required equipment:
	Not Applicable. 



25. References: 
	A- Required book (s), assigned reading and audio-visuals:

Speziale, H. S., Streubert, H. J., & Carpenter, D. R. (2011). Qualitative research in 
nursing: Advancing the humanistic imperative (5th ed.). Lippincott Williams & 
Wilkins.
Polit, D. F., & Beck, C. T. (2013). Essentials of nursing research: Appraising evidence for nursing practice. Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.

Access nursing journals online within the Campus net: http://e-library/2002/
B- Recommended books, materials, and media:

American Psychological Association (2010). Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American 
Psychological Association. 

Baxter, P., & Jack, S. (2008). Qualitative case study methodology: Study design and implementation for novice researchers. The qualitative report, 13(4), 544-559.

Bradley, E. H., Curry, L. A., & Devers, K. J. (2007). Qualitative data analysis for health services research: developing taxonomy, themes, and theory. Health services research, 42(4), 1758-1772.

Creswell, J. W., Hanson, W. E., Plano, V. L. C., & Morales, A. (2007). Qualitative research designs selection and implementation. The counselling psychologist, 35(2), 236-264.
Green H (2014) Use of theoretical and conceptual frameworks in qualitative research. Nurse Researcher. 21, 6, 34.

Grove, S. K., Burns, N., & Gray, J. (2012). The practice of nursing research: appraisal, synthesis, and generation of evidence. Elsevier Health Sciences.

Henderson, R. & Rheault,  W. (2004) Appraising and incorporating qualitative research in evidence-based practice. Journal of Physical Therapy Education, 18 (3), 35-40.

Hew, K. F., & Hara, N. (2007). Knowledge sharing in online environments: A qualitative case study. Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology, 58(14), 2310-2324.

Khalaf, I. (2013). Development of nursing research in Jordan (1986–2012). International Nursing Review, 60(4), 461-468. 
Meadows-Oliver, M. (2009). Does qualitative research have a place in evidence based nursing practice? Journal of Pediatric Health Care 23 (5), 352-354.

Sandelowski, M., & Barroso, J. (2003). Writing the proposal for a qualitative research methodology project. Qualitative health research, 13(6), 781-820.

Stevens, M. (2013). Ethical issues in qualitative research. King's College London.

Polit, D. F. and Beck, C. T. (2010).  Generalization in quantitative and qualitative research: Myths and strategies. International Journal of Nursing Studies 47, 1451–1458.

Vivar, C. G., McQueen, A., Whyte, D. A., & Armayor, N. C. (2007). Getting started with qualitative research: developing a research proposal. Nurse researcher, 14(3), 60-73.


26. Additional information:
	None



Name of Course Coordinator: Not Applicable Signature: ------------------------- Date: ------------------------- 
	Head of curriculum committee/Department: Dr 
	Manar Nablosi 


Signature: ---------------------------------

	Head of Department: Dr Manar Nablosi 


 Signature: ---------------------------------

Head of curriculum committee/Faculty: Dr Manar Nablosi Signature: ---------------------------------

	Dean: 
	Prof.  Fathieh Abu moghli 

	
	


Signature: ---------------------------------

Copy to:


Head of Department









Assistant Dean for Quality Assurance
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