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Professor Zakaria Ahmad Abuhamdia

Professor Zakaria Abuhamdia, BA (American University), MA (California State University), PhD (University of Pittsburgh)
Professor of Linguistics / Sociolinguistics. 
Professor Abuhamdia received a BA from the American University of Beirut in 1964 and his MA in 1972 from California State University. He received the PhD degree from the University of Pittsburgh in 1978 in Linguistics/ Sociolinguistics – Language Planning. During the PhD studies, he was in charge of the Arabic Program at the Language Acquisition Institute of the University of Pittsburgh. Furthermore, he was the Assistant Director of the English Language Institute and also an Instructor at the Institute. He also worked for the US Federal Government’s Joint Research Office for Publications for one year. 

Since graduation from Pitt U in 1978, Professor Abuhamdia has worked at several universities in Jordan as well as in other Arab countries. He was Chairman of the Department twice in the past 30 years of academic affiliation.

Professor Abuhamdia has been on many committees formed to establish academic departments, institutes, and centers such as the Language Center, Faculty of Graduate Studies, Department of French, and Department of Foreign Languages at UJ
In addition to his teaching  (BA, MA, and PhD levels) and research activities at the University of Jordan and the other universities where he worked, Professor Abuhamdia provided consultations, training, and school textbook  improvement services to private and state institutions in Jordan.

Professor Abuhamdia has supervised over dozens of M.A. and PhD dissertations in various linguistics sub-fields. His former students are professors of English in several Arab universities inside and outside Jordan.

He has attended local, regional, and international conferences and has over thirty-five published conference, workshop, and journal papers in the field of linguistics.

Nationality: Jordanian

Tel.  Mobile  (00 962)777- 48- 69- 42

Fax:              (00 962-6)  535-5511

P.O. Box 13426 

University of Jordan

 Amman, Jordan  11942

E-Mail: zak942@yahoo.com
             z.hamdia@ju.edu.jo
Academic Rank: Full Professor (Linguistics)

Education:

B.A.  American University, 1964 

M.A. (Distinction) California State University, 1972 

Ph.D.  (Meritorious Standing) University of Pittsburgh, 1978


Specialization: Linguistics: Language and Society, Language Planning
Experience:
                    2009 – English Dept., Univ. of Jordan 
                    2008 – 2009: On Sabbatical leave of absence (from the University of Jordan), affiliated with the Middle East University for Graduate Studies, Jordan.

                   2007 – 2008 Jordan University (back from 

                   Sabbatical leave of absence)

                   2004  2007      Chairman/Coordinator

                   of the English Program at

                  Arab Open University (AOU),

                   Jordan Branch 

                    (2003/2004)  Visiting Professor, Arab Open 

                         University

                        Jordan Branch

Department of English, University of Jordan, 1978-1989, 1992-1994, 1996, 1997-2003., 2007 – 2008
 Department of English: Public Authority for Applied Education, Kuwait, 1989-1990
Department of English, Amman University, 1990-1991
Department of English, Al-Isra University, Amman, 1991-1992, 1994/95 (Chairman)
Department of English Umm U1-Qura University, Taif, 1996-1997.

At the University of Jordan, teaching has been at the B.A., M.A and Ph.D. levels.

Major courses of teaching: phonetics, linguistics, sociolinguistics, language variation, dialects of English, discourse analysis, language and gender, language design.

(Linguistic theories for the PhD students in the Arabic Program)

Served as a committee member on dozens of M.A. and Ph.D. thesis and dissertation committees 

Served on many academic and consultative committees at the University of Jordan, Jordan Government Institutions in various capacities
Attended conferences (reading papers and chairing sessions) in several countries over the years. 

Publications
A.   Articles, Chapters, Papers, Manuscripts, Books

       In English

1. Input, Output, Outcome Planning of the English Major. In Problems of Teaching English at Arab Universities. 1982.
2. English Departments at Arab Universities: A Planning Model. Language Problems and Language Planning 1984.

3. The Dilemma of Academies of Arabic. Muslim Education Quarterly 1984.

4. College Science Textbooks in Arabic: A study of Motivation and an Assessment. In International Education and Language Planning. 1985.

5. Everything Else Equal: Does Age Make a Significant Difference in Language Learning?  Multilingua 1985.

6. Neurobiological Foundations of Foreign Language Accents. International Review of Applied Linguistics, 1987.

7. Ethnocentrism in Linguistic Descriptions of "their" language. A paper prepared for the Sociolinguistics session of the International Congress of Sociology. India, 1987.

8. Speech Diversity and Language Unity in the Arab World. In The Politics of Arab Integration, Vol. 4,1988.

9. Problem Areas: The Arabic Language Regions. In Sociolinguistics: An International Handbook, Vol.2.1988.

10. Basic English  Al-Quds Open University, Amman 1989.

(Co-author)
11. Review of Errors in English Among Arab Learners, by Nayef Kharma and Ali Hajjaj (London: Longman), International Review of Applied Linguistics. 1991
12. Inter-clausal Coordination with and in Speech and Writing. Journal of the Faculty of Arts, UAE, 1994.

13.  Coordination in ESL Writing: Is it Culture-Specific? Multilingua, 1995.

14.  Orthography Policy-Decisions by Fiat: the Case of Somali. Journal of King Saud University, Arts, 1995.

15.  Standardizing the Orthographic Sentence in English and Arabic. International Review of Applied Linguistics 1998.

16. The Decided Directionality of Script Replacement 

Policies. Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, Batna University, 1995.

17.  Bilingual and Monolingual Saudi Nationals of Non-Arab Ethnicity in Taif. Bulletin of SOAS 1998.

18.  Amra II: Grade 12 English Books: Teacher's Edition, Student's Book, Student's Workbook, Audio Materials. Amman:  Ministry of Education, 1999. (Co-author)

19.   Petra 6: Grade 10 English Books: Teacher's Edition, Student's Book, Student's Workbook. 1999. (Co-Writer)
20.    Assignment Booklet for Modern English in Context (E303 in the UK Open University and Arab Open University English Program): Student's edition and Tutor's edition. 2006
21.   Secret Languages: Motivation, construction, users, and uses. Atlas Journal for Research, 2008
22.   The role of gender in text creation and translation. A paper read at the workshop held at the University of Applied Sciences, Dec. 2007. Held jointly by the University and Atlas Group.
B.   Translations from Arabic into English

               23. Annual Report. 1978 (Ca. 220 pages). Amman:    

                      Central  Bank of Jordan.

               24.  University Handbook : Laws, Rules, and Regu-

                       lations and Description of Study Programs). 

                        University of Jordan. 1990. (Co-Translator)

25. The World on Trial: A Political Allegory.  (محاكمة العالمCa. 170  Pages. Kuwait. 1991. (Co-Translator)
26. Translation products: the view from a consumer. Paper presented at the Symposium at the University of Applied Sciences and Technology, December 2nd, 2007.
C.  In Arabic

27. ازدهار اللغات وافولها.  مجلة الجمعية العلمية الملكية. عمان , الاردن. 1979.

28. التخطيط اللغوي في العالم العربي . موسم كلية الاداب, الجامعة الاردنية 1985.
29. المجامع اللغوية ودورها في تعزيز اللغات في التخطيط اللغوي، مجلة عالم الفكر 1986.
30.  دور اللغة العربية في تكامل الوطن العربي ووحدته: هل اللهجات عامل معاكس للتكامل والوحدة؟ مجلة المستقبل العربي 1987.
31. اثر اكتساب اللغة الثانبة في الطفولة  على اكتساب اللغة الاولى. موسم مجمع اللغة العربية الا ردني  . 1988.
32.  هل الابجدية اللاتينبة افضل لكتابة اللغة الصومالية من الابجدية العربية؟ مجلة مجمع اللغة العربية الاردني. 1996.
33. تقعيد الإشارة إلى نهاية الجملة العربية، مجلة مجمع اللغة العربية الأردني 1998.
34.   الاثار اللغوية للحج في الاسلام على التركيبة اللغوية لسكان مكة المكرمة. ورقة القيت في اليوم العلمي لكلية الاداب في الجامعة الاردنية. 1998.
35.  أثر حركات التشكيل في الكتابة العربية على مستوى ألاستيعاب , دراسة 
تجريبية.  مجلة مجمع اللغة العربية ألأردني, 2000.

        35.  اختراع لغة تحاكي اللغات الطبيعية: مشروع ناجح جرت تجربته خلال سنتين

                على ثلاث مجموعات من طلبة اللغة الانكليزية في الجامعة الاردنية. بحث القي 

               في ندوة خاصة في كلية الاداب. 2001.

        36.   الفروق اللغوية بين الذكور والاناث في قسم اللغة الانكليزية في الجامعة الاردنية

                 مقارنة مع التوجه العام في نتائج البحوث ياللغة الانكليزية. بحث القي في منتدى

                أساتذة كلية الاداب. 2002.

        37.  هل هذه فصحى؟ بحث القي في الندوة المشتركة بين كلية الآداب جامعة أل البيت وأطلس للدراسات اللغوية والبحوث. 2 أيار   2008        
         38. وضع المواصفات اللغوية: قضية موضوعية حصريا أم ذاتية تقبل التعدد؟ ورقة ألقيت في مجمع اللغة العربية الأردني  بترتيب وإشراف  جمعية الترجمة واللغويات التطبيقية الأردنية. 5/7/2008

39.  ألمواصفات اللغوية كما تحددها المقامات (Real English). 2009. ورقة ألقيت في ألندوة المشتركة لجامعة أل البيت وجمعية اللغويين التطبيقيين الأردنية.

40.  ضرورة التشابه كما التباين اللغوي بين الإناث والذكور. 2009. ورقة ألقيت في ندوة اللجنة الملكية لشئون المرأة في الأردن .

41.  أحكام التجويد أللتي لا تتوافق والمبادئ الصوتية في القرن الحادي والعشرين للميلاد . (Forthcoming) .

42. (قيد الإعداد) "ولقد يسرنا القران للذكر" فلم يعسر الكثيرون قراءته؟ "
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