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STUDIES

PHD in  Criticism and Aesthetic of western and Islamic Art (  semiological approaches concentration ) at the University of Studies in Bologna, Italy (1997). Title of the research: “ Aesthetic Reflections in the Islamic Art and Culture”.

Academy of the Fine Arts, Bologna  ( Drawing and Painting ) – Italy (1996, 110/110)

Bachelor degree in DAMS “Disciplines of  visual art, Music, Theatre and Cinema”, University of Studies of Bologna, Italy (1989, 110/110).

Diploma in Museum Disciplines, in Art Criticism and Visual Arts Communication at the International University of Art in Florence, Italy (1984).

ACTUAL JOB

Associated Professor ( Visual Ar Department Chair) at the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Jordan, Amman (from 2000 up-to-date) 2014 
WORK EXPERIENCE

Artistic Director at the Gallery of Art & Museum “Darat Al Funun” Shoman Foundation, Amman – Jordan (from 1977 till 2000).

Member of the High Foundation Committee of the University of Jordan, Amman, in charge to write up the methodology and the studies plan of the new faculty of Fine and Visual Arts at the University of Jordan.

Chairman of the Editorial Board of the art magazine of ministry of culture since2005
 Part time Lecturer of “Art Education” at the Faculty of Education Sciences of the University of Jordan, Amman (1998-99, 1999-2000).

 Full time Lecturer of “History of Islamic Art” and “Elements of Islamic Art” at the Faculty of Archaeology of the University of Studies of Bologna, Italy (1996-1997, 1997-1998).

Lecturer of “Paintings and Art Education” at the Faculty of Fine Arts of the University of Yarmouk, at Irbid in Jordan (1988-89, 1989-90).

LECTURER of “Art Criticism” at the Jordanian Institute of Art, Ministry of Culture, Amman, Jordan (1988-89).

Dean Assistant for Student Affairs-College of art and design-University of 9.9.2007
Dean Assistant for Student Affairs-for faculty of art  of art and design-University of Jordan for academic years 2008-2010. 

Dean. Caretaker  of Faculty of Arts and design-University of Jordan/ 2010 .
Vice Dean Caretaker of the Faculty of Arts and design-University of Jordan/Jordan -2011.
  Representative Member of the Faculty of art and design in the University Council 2010\2011.
Dean Assistant for quality and accreditation  of the faculty of

Art and design-University of Jordan 18-9-2011\2012.
Chairman of visual art department of the faculty of

Art and design-University of Jordan for academic years  201\2011 and 2011\2012. 2013\2014 up to date .
CONFERENCES & LECTURES:
More than 120 lecturers at the Gallery of Art “Darat Al Funun”, Shoman Foundation.

Between 50-100 lecturers at the Royal Gallery of Fine Art, Amman.

International Forum “Cultural Dialogue between the Mediterranean Countries”, Barcelona, Spain, organized by UE in collaboration with UNESCO (2000).

Lecture at Rome academy of fine art \ Rome- Italy  titled : Toward a theory of  aesthetics of Islamic art 6 February 2010.
PUBLICATIONS:

1-Chiacchierata "simil-fantasiosa" di un giordano in città[image: image1.png]


   , Impresa & Stato, No: 81 pp.74-77, Camera di Commercio di Milano,2007.
2- Application of the Semiological Approach in Plastic Art: A Phenomenological Study , PAPER PUBLISHED   AT   Jordan journal of arts JJA,  2011, 4(1), 1-17.

3-The Problem of Art Death : Dirasat , social sciences, vol:38 ,edition no:3 2011.
4- Readings in Place Emplyment in Jordanian Art: Dirasat ,  university of Jordan, social sciences, vol:39 ,edition no:3 2012
5- Seven plastic artworks  evaluated ,arbitrated and accepted for promotion through national and international committee 2011\2012.

 6- Research titled : Suggested  components For Islamic art aesthetics theory ) published in 2013.
LANGUAGES

Arabic mother tongue

Good command of English, Italian  .
Biography
Dr. Mazen Asfour  spent almost 15 years in Florence and Bologna, studying  Painting “museologia”, art criticism, aesthetics, semiology of art and culture , visual communication where Prof. Umberto Eco taking his cultural role at the University of Bologna Were he had obtained his last PhD degree at same university.  Through the same period he worked as art reporter for the Jordan Times and Al Rai and the jordantime Newspaper, covering Italian art and cultural activities. Then he became a professor in contract at the Faculty of Archeology and Antiquities in Ravenna (University of Bologna) teaching History of Islamic Art and Islamic Archeology for two years.

Called by the Jordan state University to participate in the establishing process of the new Faculty of Fine Arts & Design Faculty of as Member of the Higher Founding Committee. His contribution was related to building up the didactic infrastructures, studies plan, methodology, course description, etc., using his personal experience of the Italian art didactic methodology. After that, he became Assistant Professor for teaching the following disciplines: History of Art, Criticism, Aesthetics, Art Theory, Art Terminology, Theory of Colors, Theory of Modern Arts, and History of Italian Art (with particular attention to the Renaissance). At present  he is taking his role  as dean assistant  at the same university. 

Achievements
At the same time he was appointed as Chief Supervisor of Museum and Art Affairs of the Deanship of Students for all the University activities. During the same period, he had been participating in various international conferences and symposiums in the field of artistic and cultural dialogues between the Western Countries and the Mediterranean Countries (Barcelona, Milan, Cagliari, Ankara, etc..). During the last two years he had been assigned as Chief Editor of the National Fine Arts Magazine published by the Ministry of Culture until the end of last year. He is also assigned as Chief of the Accreditation Committee for the Assessment of the Faculties of Art of Jordanian Private Universities, established by the Ministry of Higher Education.

Current Occupations
At the present, Dr. Mazen Asfour  is visual art department chair  at the faculty of art and design working on a personal publication project concerning in his volumes to be destinated for the teaching activities in my faculty: 1) Methodology of Art Criticism and western and Islamic esthetics Teaching .  At same time he has taken basic role of preparing The general encyclopedia of Jordanian artists (At present has been published and distributed recently by the Jordanian ministry of culture  ... He worked in this publication as one of the main team authors.) Dr. Mazen believes that art studies have a crucial role in the promotion of dialogue between different cultures, especially because of the contemporary challenges at the international level that social and political life is called to face. Art should contribute to reduce barriers in terms of dogmas and self-referred thinking. Progress and development cannot be reached without the support of a cultural change: differences are a resource not a threat. 

The published  Articles and Publications of Dr Mazen Asfour concentrated   on salient problems of culture and arts. That could be seen in his last researches: Death of art, semoiology of paintings,  Setting on art , the problems of Islamic art  visual reading .

Dr.Mazen Asfour born in Amman –Jordan in1953, married with an Italian, obtains both Italian and Jordanian citizenships. His current languages are Arabic, Italian and English.

Contacts: Mob.: 0795728127. Home: 5672511.  Office: 5355000 –int: 24335..

E mail: mazen_asfour@hotmail.com
